journal to Stella

LETTER. XX

that is; a Club of country members, who think the
ministers are too backward in punishing and turning out
the Whigs. I found my lord and the rest thought I had
more credit with the ministry than I pretend to have, and
would have engaged me to put them upon something that
would satisfy their desires, and indeed I think they have
some reason to complain; however, I will not burn my
fingers. I'll remember Stella's chiding; What had you
to do with what did not belong to you, &c. However,
you will give me leave to tell the ministry iny thoughts
when they ask them, and other people's thoughts some-
times when they do not ask; so thinks Dingley*

13. I called this morning at Mrs. Vedeau's again, who
has employed a friend to get the money;18 it will be done
in a fortnight, and then she will deliver me up the parch-
ment, I went then to see Mr. Harley, who I hope will
be out in a few days; he was in excellent good humour,
only complained to me of the neglect of Guiscard's cure,
how glad he would have been to have had him live. Mr.
secretary came in to us, and we were very merry till lord
chamberlain (duke of Shrewsbury) came up, then colonel
Masham and I went off, after I had been presented to the
duke, and that we made two or three silly compliments
suitable to the occasion. Then I attended at the house of
commons about your yarn, and 'tis again put off. Then
Ford drew me to dine at a tavern,19 it happened to be the
day and the house where the October Club dine. After
we had dined, coming down we called to enquire, whether
our yarn business had been over that day, and I sent into
the room for Sir George Beaumont,20 But I had like to
be drawn into a difficulty; for in two minutes out comes

18 See 4 Apr. 1711 and note.

w The Bell Tavern, King Street, Westminster. See p. 194 n.21
20 Sir George Beaumont, Bart., of Stoughton Grange, Leicestershire,
was born about 1665, and succeeded to the baronetcy in 1690. He was
M.P. for Leicester from 1702 .till his death in 1737. He was a Com-
missioner of the Privy Seal,i 71 i-i 2, and one of the Lordsof the Admiralty,
Apr. to Oct. 1714.
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